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My heart revolves around four words: 
Discipleship, Worship, Outreach and Fellowship. 

 
My primary passion, and what I believe the primary mission of a pastor in Christ’s church is to 

be, is to equip people to become the disciples that the Holy Spirit is designing them to be.  God has given 
me gifts to be able to lead and teach Christians how to become better followers of Jesus in relevant and 
creative ways.  I have a love of communication, scripture, study and knowledge that helps me guide 
people individually, and the church corporately, towards what the Holy Spirit is calling them towards in 
order to take the next steps in their spiritual development. 

My secondary passion is to be, and help people become, a worshipper who helps and inspires 
others to worship God passionately and unashamedly.  I have had many experiences in different forms 
of worship, and that has given me an appreciation for how multifaceted approaching God can be.  I love 
seeing and helping people connect their hearts to God in creative and life-changing ways. 

My third passion is to share the gospel with the people God has placed before me, surrounds us 
with, and to extend that mission to the whole world. God has given me a distinct perspective and style 
that helps non-believers connect with who I am, what I am teaching, and therefore understand the 
Gospel in a way that applies to their lives.  It is my fervent hope and desire to pass thos skills and that 
love on to others. 

My fourth passion is in the area of fellowship. The church is the most important organization on 
the planet, and is the primary means through which God works today. A strong church (and a strong 
believer) has a strong fellowship which supports, helps, disciplines and strengthens one another in the 
love and grace of God. 
 
 
My priorities in ministry are as follows: 
 

1. To love, minister to, care for, and disciple my family as Husband/Dad. 
2. To preach and teach the whole counsel of scripture in a way people can understand and relate to 
so they can be saved and grow as disciples of Jesus. 
3. To serve the church of Jesus Christ with excellence by practicing and developing all of my gifts and 
abilities. 
4. To work with the body of Christ to glorify Him and edify one another, building each other up in 
love.  

 

 

  



Doctrinal Statement 

of  

Pastor Allan Descheneau 

 

1. The Word of God  
I believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original manuscripts, 
written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit through normal men who used flawed, limited human 
language and their own style and personality to compose and record, without error, God's Word. God 
has protected it through the ages (though some minor, non-critical language flaws have crept in) and it 
is still the supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. There is no perfect version of the bible 
today but most have some value for reading, devotional times or studying. 
(2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Peter 2:2-3; John 20:31). 
 
2. The Triune God 
I believe that there is one God, eternally existing in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. These three are one God, have precisely the same nature, attributes and perfections, and worthy 
of precisely the same obedience, reverence and worship. Three of God’s key attributes are Omniscience, 
Omnipresence and Omnipotence. The 3 in 1 is a great mystery, but proper reading of scripture insists 
that it is true and must be believed for salvation. 
(1 Peter 1:2; Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 John 3:20, Isaiah 46:9-10, Psalm 139:1-3; Psalm 33:13-14, Isaiah 40:12, 
Colossians 1:17; Psalm 33:6, Daniel 2:21, Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 
3. God the Father 
I believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power, love and 
beauty. I believe that He has actually spoken to people and has been intimately involved in the affairs of 
many people. He is the almighty one who sits on the throne of the universe with His feet resting on the 
earth and is worthy of all the praise, honour and adoration of all people. He created the earth, through 
the Son and reigns over it. He hears and answers prayer, and saves from sin and death those which He 
foreordained before the beginning of time, all who come to Him through Jesus Christ,. 
(1 Chronicles 29:11; Matthew 7:11; John 3:16; John 1:12-13; Ephesians 1:4-6) 
 
4. God the Son, Jesus Christ 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only begotten (not created but eternal) Son, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born a human man of a virgin, and lead a sinless life, though He was tempted in every way 
and performed supernatural miracles while on earth. I believe that He atones for my sins through His 
substitutionary death on my behalf. He had a bodily resurrection, ascended into heaven, and perpetually 
intercedes for His people. While on earth He was fully God and fully man. Someday, during the end 
times, He will come again in a personal, visible return to earth. 
(Matthew 1:18; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Titus 2:13) 
 
5. God the Holy Spirit 
I believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus Christ. 
He should be addressed as “He” and never “it”. The Holy Spirit is an infinite, personal spirit, equal in 
deity to the Father and the Son, who convicts the world of sin, helps the believer by regenerating, 
sanctifying and empowering them. I believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and 
that He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. The Holy Spirit comes upon a person when they commit 



their lives to following Christ and will never leave them, though may, for a time, test them to make them 
better, stronger Kingdom subjects. 
(1 Corinthians 12:13; Romans 8:9-11; Romans 12:5-8) 
 
a. “Sanctification”: To be sanctified means to be set-apart, or made holy. We are set-apart by God 
through Jesus Christ, and made different from the world, so we might glorify Him as His people. We are 
made perfectly holy in the site of God through justification by faith (John 17:16; 1 Corinthians 13:10, 1 
Thessalonians 5:23) 
 
b. “Filled with the Holy Spirit”: The Holy Spirit, immediately upon salvation, comes to permanently 
indwell the believer to convict them of sin, grow them in righteousness, teach them to pray, and 
continuously works to regenerate, sanctify, and empower them in their service and faith in Jesus Christ. 
(John 14:16, Ephesians 1:13, 2 Corinthians 1:22) 
 
6. Man 
I believe that God specially created people to be in relationship to Him as worshipping, wilful, creative, 
knowledgeable creatures, made in His image; and that they fell into sin. There was no time of evolving 
from any other form of creature, but came from the dust of the earth which God breathed life into. 
Woman was created as a perfect partner to man, finishing the work and resolving the only thing in 
creation that was “not good”. The man fell into sin as a result of succumbing to the temptation of the 
devil and wilfully disobeying God’s commandment. This sin has cursed all those who have followed Him 
to be born with sin and have a sinful, fallen nature, and therefore men are sinners by birth and by choice 
and are under God’s condemnation. There is no man that is able to restore relationship with Father God 
by himself, outside the work of Jesus Christ who paid the penalty for their sin. This is a free gift, given to 
all men, but only accepted by some. 
(Genesis 1:26; Genesis 2:18-22; Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12-15; Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:89; John 
3:36; Titus 3:3-7) 
 
6. Regeneration 
I believe that all people are sinners. They are sinners by choice and by birth and are, therefore, under 
damnation and condemnation to eternal punishment. Jesus claimed exclusive rights to provide 
salvation, and it is only by His sacrifice, and by His name we can be saved. No work of mankind, no 
matter how great, can replace or add any worth to the payment of Christ's death. Sin is a wilful act that a 
person commits against God and every person on earth has chosen to sin. I believe that those who 
repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord are regenerated and made into 
new creations by the power of the Holy Spirit moving from eternal death into eternal life. Those who are 
saved can never be taken from the hand of God and are eternally secure in their salvation. 
(Genesis 1:26-28; John 14:6, Acts 4:12; Romans 5:1,12-21; Romans 3:9-18,23; 2 Corinthians 5:17; John 
4:14) 
 
a. “Salvation”: Every individual is rightly under the wrath of God as judgment for our sin. The 
consequences of our sin is death and eternity in hell. Because of the work of Jesus on the cross and the 
Father's acceptance of His death on behalf of all believers, we can be free from His wrath and brought 
back into a right relationship with Him. When God shows one their depravity and need for a saviour, it 
leads them to belief and repentance. In that instant they are born again as a new creation of God and 
given a new nature. (John 3:16-17, Acts 16:30-31, Romans 5:9-10, 6:23, 10:13, Titus 3:5, Ephesians 1:7, 
2:5, 8; John 1:12-13, 3:3-7, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 John 3:9) 
 
b. “Repentance”: Repentance literally means to turn around, or do an about face. It is a change of mind 
that results in a change of action. Our minds are changed about the place of Jesus in our lives (He 
becomes Lord) and we change from loving sin to hating it. That change is lived out in our lives every day 



through a different set of priorities. (Luke 3:8-14, Romans 2:4, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 5:19-23, 
James 2:14-26) 
 
c. “Faith”: Faith (Belief) is an intellectual and emotional commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord, and trust in 
Him as the sole provider of salvation. Faith is necessary for salvation. (Hebrews 1:11, 11:6, Ephesians 
2:8-9, 1 Peter 1:8-9) 
 
d. “Justification”: Jesus, who was perfect in righteousness, was punished under the law of God on behalf 
of the sinner who broke the law. God, the righteous judge, declares the sinner to be righteous and free of 
penalty because it was paid for by Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 3:21-26, 5:1, 18-19) 
 
7. The Church 
The local church is one group of many where believers come to glorify God through worship and service 
in a specific location. Everyone who believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour is part of the 
universal church. I believe in the universal Church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and 
all regenerated persons are members of. I believe that the local church consists of a small group of 
believers in Jesus Christ, who are baptized on a credible confession of faith. Each person in the church is 
given spiritual gifts to be used in the church and the world to glorify God and bring more people into 
saving faith. 
It was a commandment by Jesus to go into the world and establish local churches that would proclaim 
the gospel and make disciples. The essential elements of a local church are Biblical Leadership, Sound 
Doctrine, Orderly Worship, Growing Disciples, Servant-Hearted Fellowship, Passionate Evangelism and 
Caregiving Ministries. 
(1 Thessalonians 1:1, 1 Corinthians 4:17, Ephesians 1:22-23, Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22-23; 
Romans 12:4-8; Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8; Galatians 1:6-9, Ephesians 4:15, 2 Timothy 3:15-17, Acts 
2:42-47, 1 Thessalonians5:11, Matthew 28:19-20, James 1:22, 1 Peter 4:10) 
       
8. Christian Conduct 
I believe that those who have accepted the Lord’s gift of salvation must live for the glory of God alone. It 
is the decision of the believer to be committed in heart, soul, mind and deed to the service and glory of 
God. There was a time before salvation that the individual was an object of wrath, an enemy of God, and 
worshipped idols. Then, when God opened their eyes, they were convicted of their sin, repented and 
believed. In that moment they were cleansed from their sin and made new. 
Their conduct in all matters ought to always be blameless before the world. They need to be faithful 
stewards of their possessions and talents, and should seek to realize for themselves, and others, the full 
meaning of their Christian walk, seeking to reach maturity in Christ understanding that their lives are a 
work of God’s grace. 
Though God calls all Christians to lead a perfect life, He is also forgiving and loving and is honoured by 
those who seek His kingdom, though they sometimes fail. It is not that we will not sin, it is that we now 
hate sinning. Christians will always remember that it is He who will give them the fortitude to obey Him, 
flee from temptation and live a holy life, so it is He who deserves all the glory, honour and praise. 
We are not yet perfected, but are being progressively sanctified through our lifetime of discipleship 
under Jesus Christ. Jesus says a regenerated heart will be shown in the person's words and deeds. A 
sanctified life will bear the fruit of the spirit -- "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." 
(Matthew 12:33; Romans 6:6-7, 11-14; Titus 1:7; Matthew 25:14-30; Matthew 6:33; Matthew 5:48; 
Proverbs 8:13, Amos 5:15, Romans 12:9, 1 Thessalonians 5:22, Luke 16:33; Joshua 24:15, Luke 10:27, 
Romans 12:1; Ephesians 2:1-10, 4:17-24, Revelation 9:11; James 3:2, 1 Peter 1:15, 1 Timothy 1:15, 1 
Corinthians 3:9-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 5:22-23; Luke 6:44-46) 
 
  



9. The Ordinances 
I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church: baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. I believe that Christian baptism is the full-immersion of a believer in water, once, in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience and rich symbolism where the 
believer identifies with the death, burial and resurrection of the Saviour Jesus Christ, identifies 
themselves as members of His church, is our sign and seal of salvation, and our pledge to Jesus. Once a 
person has turned their life over to Jesus and is willing to publicly declare their saving faith in Him, they 
are eligible for baptism. 
I believe that the Lord's Supper was instituted by Christ as a reminder of His death on our behalf. The 
bread and the cup are pictures, representations of Christ’s blood shed for us and His body broken for us. 
They are in no way the actual body and blood of Christ. Both of these ordinances should be done until 
the Lord Jesus comes again. 
(John 3:5, 4:1-2, Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-16, Acts 2:38-41, 8:35-39, 10:47, Romans 6:4, 1 
Corinthians 12:12-13, 1 Peter 3:21-22; Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29) 
 
10. Church Cooperation 
I believe that local churches can best promote the cause of Jesus Christ by cooperating with one another 
in a denominational organization. Being a non-denominational or non-associational church does not 
make the church ineffective or ungodly, but simply makes it less effective and more apt for problems. A 
further advantage of such an organization, whether a regional or district conference, is that it provides 
an objective helper for matters that the local church finds too difficult or too painful to work through. 
Cooperation in an association is voluntary and churches may likewise cooperate with 
interdenominational fellowships on a voluntary basis. 
 
11. The Last Things 
I believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth where He will and establish 
His rule over all things and bring His kingdom to fruition, do away with the old things and create a new 
heavens and a new earth. I believe that the living and the dead will eventually be raised from the dead 
and given a new, physical body, be judged in the final judgement, and that the believers made righteous 
by faith in the Christ will live forever in eternal glory. Those outside the faith will also be judged and sent 
into eternal damnation and suffering with Satan and his demons. The choice to go to hell is a free one, 
just as the choice to believe in Jesus’ is free. 
Jesus promised He would return, and it could come at any time – it is imminent. No one knows the date 
and the hour, but we are to remain watchful at all times. Knowing Jesus is coming soon gives us an 
urgency to live in a way that pleases Him, to spread the gospel message to the lost, and causes us to 
remember that the things of this world are temporary. We realize that the only things that will last into 
eternity are humanity and God's word. Scriptures tells us not to be worried about dates, times and 
details, but gave us the commission to spread His gospel far and wide. He will return, though I don't 
know when or how, and it is His command and His imminence that motivates me to make life-long 
disciples. 
(Ephesians 1:9-10; Revelation 21:1; John 14:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:10; John 5:28-29; Revelation 20:10; 
Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Matthew 27:52-53, Luke 16:22-24, 1 Corinthians 15:20, 1 
Thessalonians 4:16, Revelation 10:22-15, 21:1; Mark 13:32-37; Isaiah 51:6, Mark 13:35-36, Matthew 
6:19-20, 24:35, 2 Peter 3:10; Acts 1:6-9, 1 Thess 5:1-2, Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

Other Important Topics 

Sign Gifts 
I believe that the sign gifts (healing, tongues, etc) do occur today but are not normal occurrences in 
worship. There are some times and places (foreign missionary fields, churches in times of transition or 
trouble, times of exceptional worship and renewal) where God chooses to show these things, but they 



are not necessary for salvation and are not normative in Christian practice. They cannot be taught but 
only given by God as a spiritual gift. 
I have seen many people healed in miraculously ways. I've seen marriages on the brink of divorce come 
back together, witnessed people freed from addictions, know of people with bitter hearts turn to 
forgiveness and peace, and many other miracles of God. Miraculous healing is well attested to 
throughout scripture, from the Old Testament, to the ministry of Christ, the Apostles, and the expanding 
church. God is the giver of good gifts, and promises that He listens to our prayers and is always working 
for the good of those who believe in Him. Physical healing is never assured, because it may not be God's 
best for a group or individual, but He sometimes chooses to show His glory through special miracles. 
Seeking medical intervention is not a sin, nor an act of faithlessness. We ought to pray for God's will to 
be done, forbearance for the suffering, and even for miraculous healing. And along with that prayer 
scripture also allows for us to seek God's will through the hands of doctors and medicine. 
(Psalm 145:8-9, Isaiah 55:8-9; 1 Corinthians 14:1-33; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; 1 John 5:14-15, Matthew 
8:8, 1 Corinthians 12:28-29, James 5:13, Isaiah 55:8-9, Romans 8:28; James 1:5, 5:14, Luke10:34, 1 
Timothy 5:23, Colossians 5:14) 
 
Women in Ministry  
In Christ, male and female are equal in honour and are given all of the spiritual gifts. There is no division 
of the sexes in the kingdom of heaven, only a division of roles. I believe that scripture teaches that men 
have been given the responsibility to be the head of the church and the family. I do not believe that a 
woman should be placed in spiritual authority over a man. Women can teach, preach, lead worship and 
head committees, but must always be under the authority of a male elder. (Galatians 3:28; Acts 1:14; 
Romans 16:3-4; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16) 
 
Divorce / Remarriage 
Marriage is a wonderful, God instituted thing which He has bless and given to us to enjoy. I believe that 
divorce is a sinful, terrible thing because it destroys relationships, hurts people, causes division, creates 
adulterers and maligns the image of God. It should never be taken lightly and there are very few reasons 
that divorce should be allowed. A believer may seek divorce if the partner is unfaithful by the sin of 
adultery or desertion. That person is not to marry again until they have taken many steps toward 
forgiveness and reconciliation with the partner because then they become an adulterer. If proper and 
intentional steps are taken to reconcile, and the other partner will have nothing to do with them, then 
they are freed to marry again. Divorce is not the ‘unforgivable sin’.  
Persons divorced and/or remarried before they were saved are certainly forgiven by God and need to 
live their life in faithful marriage to their current partner. Persons who were divorced and/or remarried 
after salvation, who have taken the steps toward reconciliation and forgiveness may, after a healing 
period, hold leadership positions. (Matthew 5:32; Matthew 19:3-9; Matthew 12:31; 1 John 5:16-17) 
 
Alcohol 
I believe that alcohol is not something that should be taken lightly. It has destroyed people and their 
families, fostered addiction and lead to many problems. But I do not believe that imbibing in alcohol, in 
itself, is a sin. A person can drink responsibly, enjoying something that God has created, without sinning.  
Someone who drinks needs to be careful of two things. First, where they choose to drink and who sees 
them is vitally important because they need to make sure that no one ‘stumbles’ by seeing them. Second, 
they must not drink to excess because God is quite adamant about His children not being ‘drunkards’. 
(Romans 14:20-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10) 
 
Tobacco / Marijuana / Illicit Drugs 
Under no circumstances should a believing, practicing Christian use tobacco or illicit drugs. There is no 
benefit to using them, they destroy the body, God’s temple, produces psychological effects, and causes 
people to become dependant on something other than God. Addiction is sin. (Romans 6:16-21; 1 
Corinthians 6:12-13; 2 Peter 2:19) 



Abortion 
Abortion is absolutely murderous. One should never, ever choose to destroy the life of a child. God hates 
the death of children and any moral being should abhor the idea of ripping a child from the mother’s 
womb. However, in a situation where the mother could die at full-term, I think that there may be room 
to perform heroic measures on the mother, even at the potential risk of the child’s life. Every means 
should be taken to save both, but to have to choose, even hypothetically is heart rending. (Psalm 139:13-
16; Exodus 21:22-25; Amos 1:13-15) 
 
Euthanasia 
Euthanasia is a difficult topic. To end a life to eliminate pain or suffering is murder, but in light of today's 
medical technologies, completely dismissing euthanasia is to paint too broad a stroke. On one hand 
there is the dignity of the individual as a child of God and the bearer of His image, knowing that we “shall 
not kill”. On the other hand is the technology that keeps a heart beating and a brain waving, sustaining 
physicial ‘life’ but giving no ‘quality of life’. God must be beseeched and sought for any decision to be 
made before terminating the life support of any person. We are His image and we are not to commit 
suicide, but at what extent do we push technology to keep a heart beating? I'm just not fully sure. (James 
2:12-13; Romans 5:3-5; Genesis 27:1-4; Exodus 20:13; Job 12:10; 1 Corinthians 3:16) 
 
Homosexuality  
The scriptures clearly say that God ordained marriage as a voluntary union, for life, of one man and one 
woman. Homosexuals, like anyone else, are not beyond salvation, and homosexuality is not an 
unforgivable sin, but the Bible unambiguously tells us that practicing homosexuality is unnatural 
(counter to how humans are created) and is sexual sin (as is adultery and pornography). (Romans 
3:23; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; Matthew 19:4-5; Romans 1:26-27; Hebrews 13:4) 

  



On Women in Ministry: 

 

* This sermon was preached on May 4, 2008 during a series called "They Like Jesus but Not the Church". 
The original title was "Does the Church Restrict and Oppress Women?" 
 
     This is the most apprehensive I have ever been when approaching a biblical topic. I think it’s 
important that you know this before I get started. You all know the society that we live in, and I don’t 
need to tell you how unpopular it is to define or assign any kind of role to any person, particularly 
gender roles. We live in Canada. There are laws preventing people from being hired, or fired, or married, 
or any number of things based on ethnicity, age, religion, sexuality or gender. If you cross this line, you 
can be criticised, slandered, accused and even sued. But my hesitancy does not come from the fear of 
reprisal by the government, or by anyone here. I settled in my mind a long time ago that I would preach 
the whole gospel, even the controversial parts, and I would preach them to the best of my ability, not 
adding my own personal agendas or preferences to God’s declared word. 
     My apprehension comes as a result of my own weaknesses. I have more or less settled in my mind 
what I believe God’s word teaches about gender roles in the family and the church. My problem is in 
communicating them. I feel a bit like Timothy in the New Testament today. Nervous, a little ill, and 
somewhat afraid to declare the word. But when Paul was giving Timothy some difficult things to say to 
his church in Ephesus, Paul encourages him with these words in 1 Timothy 4:9-16, “…We have put our 
hope in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, and especially of those who believe. Command and 
teach these things. Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.… Be diligent in these matters; give yourself 
wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere 
in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
     With that in mind, and with your prayers, I want to begin today talking about the church’s view of 
women, and answer the question, “Does the church restrict and oppress women?” 
 
In The Beginning 
      The place we need to begin is “in the beginning.” God designed this world perfectly. We cannot 
emphasise this point enough in the Christian church. God’s intentions were perfect, His design was 
perfect, and His love is perfect. It is we who mess it all up. Part of His perfect design was that humans 
would enjoy perfect community with Him, and with each other. The only thing that was “not good” after 
God looked at His creation was the fact that Adam was alone. Consider that for a moment. Adam was in a 
perfect environment in perfect, and in sinless communion with God, and was alone. God designed Adam 
with a hole in His heart that longed… not just for relationship with God, but for relationship with 
another human. And when God created Eve, she was perfect. The perfect match for him. The same in 
dignity, worth and usefulness, and yet very different too. She was the perfect compliment to Him. Not 
created to rule over him, and not created to be subjugated under him. But to work, live, love and 
worship along side him. 
      And then Adam and Eve sinned. They brought chaos into the world, and into their perfect 
relationship with each other, and with God. When they sinned they brought environmental chaos… now 
there is disease, natural disaster, famine, and hard labour. They brought relationship chaos… now there 
is lust for power, greed, covetousness, abuse, pride and shame. And they brought spiritual chaos… now 
there is separation from God, no more face-to-face communication, but veiled communication… and now 
there is death, and the knowledge and practice of evil, and the worship of created things. They brought 
separation: separation from God, from the perfect environment of Eden, and from each other. Man 
blames the woman and God for his mistakes, the woman blames the tempter, and God, in loving mercy 
sends humanity out of the garden, with the promise that He will save them and redeem them someday. 
     God promises to fix the mess that we created, and after the passing of time sends His Son Jesus Christ 
into the world to bring order back from the chaos. Jesus came to restore the broken relationships 



between us and God, and us and each other. He came to reconnect the separated. Jesus’ sacrificial, 
atoning death on the cross made it possible for us to be back in relationship with God. He reconciled us 
with God, and with each other. 
 
Our Mission of Reconciliation 
      Then Jesus gave that “ministry of reconciliation” [as 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 puts it] to the church that 
would carry His name and continue His work. We are to be ambassadors of this message of 
reconciliation, telling and showing people what the work of Jesus is all about, and helping people come 
back into relationship with God, and with humanity. We are given the teaching to love one another as 
much as Jesus loved us. We are to love our enemies and pray for them. We are to live peaceable lives, 
loving our neighbour as ourselves, and loving God with all of our heart, soul mind and strength. 
      But we still have problems. Though Jesus has conquered death, and brought reconciliation and 
eternal life to the world, the work is not done. We still live in a sinful, fallen world, and we meet each 
week as the church… but each of us is still battling with our flesh each week. We are trying to follow God, 
and to listen to His Holy Spirit, but we are always failing. We have pet sins, and grudges, and pride, and 
covet each other’s stuff, and get angry over silly things, and gossip. And yet we are compelled to meet 
together. God has commanded us to, and we have seen it be amazing, and we come to worship, and give, 
and receive, and praise, and pray, and encourage one another, and many times it is pretty great. I love 
this church, and sense God’s presence here. But there is still sin. 
 
Orthodoxy: "Right Beliefs" 
     The New Testament church was no different -- they had to deal with sin and sinners too. But they 
didn’t have the advantage of the New Testament to figure stuff out with… they were trying to figure it 
out on their own. The church needed to know a few things. The gospels and letters of the New 
Testament, by and large, are instructions on how to be the church of Jesus Christ. They were written to 
groups of people who needed to know things. 
     We needed to know what to believe. We needed to have “orthodoxy”. I just went to Pastor Jay 
Lafontaine’s ordination council last week. He wrote a 15 page paper biblically defending his beliefs on 
certain subjects like heaven, hell, the trinity, sin, death, resurrection, salvation, the Holy spirit, divorce, 
abortion… and all sorts of things. And then I and a group of other people stood up and questioned and 
challenged him on some topics. The whole meeting was about learning whether Pastor Jay was 
“orthodox”. ORTHO or “Right, True, or Straight” and DOXA meaning “Belief or Worship”. We were asking 
the question… does Pastor Jay have “True Beliefs”, or “Straight Worship”. It’s critical that pastors have 
their “beliefs straight”, or they could lead their churches away from worship of the One, True God. The 
letters and gospels of the New Testament were designed to answer the question, “What is necessary to 
believe to be worshipping rightly?” 
 
Orthopraxy: "Right Practice" 
     The second question that the churches had was “how do we do it?” Not just “what do we believe?”, but 
“what do we do?” Jesus said, “Go and make disciples, and I will always be with you.” And that’s simple 
enough, but what about our Orthopraxy? Our “Right Practice”? How do we act as a Christian? What can 
we eat, drink and wear? If we have freedom in Christ, can we have do anything we want? What do we do 
about mean people, false teachers, power hungry leaders, sick people, poor people, rich people, talented 
people, quiet people, young people, old people, men, women, moms, dads, slaves, masters, different 
nationalities like Greeks, Jews and Romans? Who gets to lead and teach? Anyone? How do we live in a 
way that best honours the God who saved us, and His Son who died for us? 
     See, some people today, and even then, think that we get to make this stuff up ourselves. We get to 
believe what we want, make up the truth “as we see it”, and go with what “feels right to me”. Others 
believe that they also get to make up how they do it. How they worship, and serve, and pray, and relate 
is governed by what feels right, seems right, works best for us, doesn’t offend anyone, or is 
democratically decided by a majority vote. 



     But do we get to make it up ourselves? No. The Christian faith is not a made-up one, but is a revealed 
one. Making it up ourselves is a tragic error. Worship that is acceptable to God is not done in a way that 
we design, but in the way that He designs it. He tells us how to relate to Him and be His people, not the 
other way around. We don’t come to church and say, “This is what feels good and works for me”, but we 
ask, “What does God deem acceptable, and good, and right, and what works for Him?” God is the loving 
Creator Father, and we are His beloved family. We do what He wants because He is God, and we are not, 
and because we trust that His way is best. 
     So God, in His mercy, chooses to impose guidelines and boundaries on how we live in this world, be 
the church, be His servants, and be a family in right relationship with Him and each other. There is a lot 
of freedom between those boundaries, but they are non-negotiable. 
 
Rules for Everyone From a Loving Father 
     Let me give you an example, albeit an imperfect one. I have rules in my house, not because I’m a 
tyrant, but because I love my kids, and want to teach them love, respect, to have dignity, to know truth, 
and to live good, productive, holy lives. And so I set boundaries. They can’t call me or mom whatever 
they want… dad, mommy, is fine, but my kids don’t get to call me rude names. They can’t go outside 
without telling me, and they can’t wander anywhere they want. I want them to be safe, and I’m not going 
to go let them wander the neighbourhood. They go to bed at a decent time, because I want them to be 
healthy and productive. All these rules are in place not because I hate my kids or because I’m on a power 
trip, but because I love them and want what’s best for them. 
     And God does the same thing for His church. Jesus loves His church and wants what’s best for it, and 
so He has given us many passages in the bible about how to best be His people. The Sermon on the 
Mount is a great example of this. Another great example is 1 Corinthians 14:26-40. Let’s turn there. This 
is a critical example that shows us some boundaries in how we live as the church, and also ties in with 
what we are talking about today. 
 
     “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of 
the church. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and 
someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and 
speak to himself and God. Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully 
what is said. And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. For 
you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. The spirits of prophets 
are subject to the control of prophets. For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the 
congregations of the saints, women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, 
but must be in submission, as the Law says. If they want to inquire about something, they should ask 
their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church. 
     Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? If anybody thinks 
he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord's 
command. If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored. Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, 
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” 
 
     I don’t have time to get into the whole thing, but just notice, that God, through the Apostle Paul is 
laying down some important guidelines on how to conduct a church service. In Corinth, apparently, 
some of the church services were getting out of hand. If you remember a few weeks ago when I talked 
about communion, you’ll remember that it was in Corinth that some people in church were getting 
drunk while other people were starving to death. This church needed some instruction. 
     There are things here that God wants us to know. And these are some of the boundaries that He is 
setting. For all churches. Look at 14:33, “As in all the congregations of the saints…” This is not a cultural 
statement set in one time. This was straight across the board teaching for all the churches. 
     Prophets needed to take turns, people who were speaking in tongues needed to take turns and have 
an interpreter, only 2 or 3 teachers needed to speak one at a time, and they needed to go home and think 



about what was said… and then we get into verse 34, “As in all the congregations of the saints, women 
should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the 
Law says.” 
 
What Does "Remain Silent" Mean? 
     So what’s the deal here? If this is nominal teaching, for the whole church, for all time, what does this 
mean? Well, I see two options. Paul is either saying all women are prohibited from speaking in the 
church – or – Some women are prohibited from speaking in the church. 
     So, we remember that this is in the context of Paul’s instructions for conducting an orderly worship 
service. Paul has already told someone who is interrupting the meeting by speaking in tongues to “keep 
quiet” in verse 28. He has also told people who are prophesying out of turn to “be quiet” in verse 30. So, 
does this mean that those people can never speak, or is something else happening in the worship service 
that is causing disorder? It seems that Paul is imploring certain prophets, certain tongue-speakers, and 
certain women to be quiet for a time so that the worship service can be orderly and helpful to everyone, 
and glorifying to God. 
     This only makes sense because otherwise Paul would be contradicting himself. Just 3 chapters before, 
in chapter 11 (vs 4-5) Paul has just said that both men and women could prophecy and pray in the 
worship services, but that they needed to do it properly. What does “prophecy” mean? It means to bring 
a message from God to the whole church mean to teach, reprove, admonish or comfort everyone. And 
both men and women could do this. 
      Also, we know that there were women prophets in the New Testament from passages like Acts 21:9. 
     We also know that there were women leaders in the church, called deaconesses, from passages like 1 
Tim 3:11, Romans 6 and Philippians 4:2. We read in 2 Timothy 2:2 that Paul commanded Timothy 
saying, “the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to teach others.” The word “men” there is the word ANTHROPOS, a 
purposefully gender-neutral word meaning all humans, male and female. Paul told Timothy to pass 
along the gospel to “qualified teachers”, both male and female. When we learn about the spiritual gifts in 
1 Corinthians 12 we learn that they gifts are given to everyone in the body, and there are no gender-
specific gifts. Woman can teach and serve in the church, and Paul encouraged them to. In fact, I read 
somewhere that there are 886 verses in the bible that come from women (like Mary’s song in Matthew). 
Should we cut them out? 
     Of course not. 
 
Counter Cultural Learning 
     What was Paul’s issue here when it came to commanding these women to be silent? Unsaved women 
and new Christian women. From what we know about other parts of the scriptures, Paul certainly 
doesn’t mean that women should be prevented from speaking in the church! But… some women can’t. So 
who? 
     We need to have some important background knowledge to understand this kind of passage. In Paul’s 
day, both Jews and Gentiles treated women more like property than people. In fact, it was regarded as 
disgraceful for a women to discuss issues in public. A Greek playwright named Aristophanes said, “The 
women in silence obey”. Aristotle said, “Silence gives grace to a women”. The Greek historian Plutarch 
said, “Keeping at home and keeping silence [is the role of a woman]”. The Jews were even stricter saying 
in some of their writings, “A silent wife is a gift of the Lord.” (Sirach 26:14) and some taught that “A 
woman’s voice is sexual incitement”, therefore “to listen to a women’s voice is indecent.” 
     When Paul says in verse 35, “If they want to inquire about something…” or 1 Timothy 2:11 that , “A 
woman should learn in quietness and full submission” he is not oppressing the women of the church but 
elevating them to the same status as men. Most women weren’t allowed to have formal education, and 
for Paul say that “a woman should learn” was very counter cultural. 
     You see, in Paul’s day, and in the various churches of Corinth, Ephesus and elsewhere, there were 
women who were disrupting the service. Some were just bursting out and asking questions because they 
didn’t know something and wanted to know. This new found freedom was great, and they really wanted 



to learn! Paul asked these women to hold their questions (which were probably important, basic 
questions, but were distracting the rest of the church) to ask their husbands at home. He was asking the 
man and woman to make sure that they were studying and talking and learning about the word of God 
together, as equals. Very counter-cultural, but very Christian. 
 
Some Women Went Too Far 
      Some of these women got a taste of Christian freedom and equality and they went overboard.  
     There were false teachers in the area that were preying especially on the women. Some scholars think 
that part of their teaching was to encourage the women to rise up and take charge of the church, 
asserting their authority over the men. Outside the church the women were considered to be property, 
uneducated and oppressed. Then their husbands got saved, and started learning about Christian equality 
under God, and started loving their wives as partners, and letting them learn, and the wives started 
going overboard. 1 Timothy 2:9-15 seems to imply us that some of the women were taking their 
“Christian freedom” too far and embarrassing their husbands in public by dressing trashy, drawing 
attention to themselves, and even challenging and insulting the pastor who was teaching at the time. 
    Some of these women were brand new to the concept of church order, and systematic worship 
services. They were converts from cultic temple prostitution, and so that’s what they thought church 
was like. They were immature in the faith, and in the doctrines of Christianity, and so Paul commands 
them to “Submit”… not to MEN, but to God, the church and good teaching! Remember, this church thing 
was pretty new! And when you come from the cult where drunkenness, prostitutes, screaming and 
carrying on was common place, it’s a pretty big switch to sing the same song together, keep your clothes 
on, control yourself, and listen quietly to a sermon. 
      And some of these women were big-shots in the temple! They came from the Athenian cult where 
women were treated very differently than in regular society. The Athenian priestesses could own land, 
and were respected despite being female. In the Athenian cult, women were in charge, lifted far above 
men. And some wanted that prominence in the Christian church. But in Christ’s kingdom, there is parity, 
and some women couldn’t handle that. In fact, in this 1st Timothy 2:12 passage we learn that there were 
even some women who were actually oppressing the men! 
     In response to these oppressive women, Paul says, “I do not permit a woman to teach or to have 
authority over a man; she must be silent.” The word “have authority” is not a “positional authority” 
word, but is AUTHENTEIN, a word that means to “dominate, overpower and control”. Men weren’t 
allowed to do that to women, and now Paul had to address the women who were doing it to the men. 
The word “silent” is the word HESUCHIA, meaning to be “settled, calm, and show voluntary restraint”. 
Paul wanted the women to be humble and in control. 
     Most of these women weren’t allowed to teach because they weren’t mature enough in the faith to do 
it. Perhaps the pastor in Corinth, and Timothy in Ephesus didn’t want to offend these strong, popular, 
prominent women, and gave them a voice in the church, even letting them teach... but Paul says, “No! 
These women need to submit to God’s will, mature as Christians, and be tested for a time before they can 
lead or teach God’s people!” 
     Remember that the New Testament wasn’t finished yet and the only instruction the churches had was 
the spoken word of the mature, Christian teachers. It was super-critical that those who were teaching 
were not unsaved or even new converts, but strong, mature, loving Christian men and women who were 
following Jesus and filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul is not condemning all women to silence, only the 
unprepared, uneducated, immature or ungodly women that had no business leading or teaching in God’s 
church. 
 
In Christ Women Have Freedom 
     So, do we in the church restrict and oppress women? No! Can a woman go to college, and bible college 
and seminary? Absolutely! Can they go into full-time ministry? Yes! Can a woman teach if they have the 
gift of teaching? Yes! Can they lead if they have the gift of leadership? Yes! Can a woman pray in church, 
give testimony on Sunday, read scripture in church, serve communion, be a deaconess, start and 
cultivate a ministry, be on the board of directors or lead worship? Absolutely! If they are in submission 



to God, willing to serve the church in humility, are not embarrassing the faith, and show a good heart, 
then absolutely! There are many biblical examples and encouragements to do so! 
 
What About Women Elders? 
       Now, can a woman be an elder or Pastor in a church? The Bible is clear. It says "No." 
     God originally designed and established perfect roles for the man and the woman. Each person equal 
in dignity and worth, but each with assigned roles and responsibilities, given so their work in creation 
could flow smoothly. There must be lines of authority in this world for it to work, but that doesn’t mean 
there needs to be lines of “superiority”. 
     We are designed to compliment each other. Adam was created, and was designed and intended to 
need Eve. He was incomplete without her. He needed a helper. "Helper" (Genesis 2:18) is the same word 
that is used of God as our “helper” (Psalm 33:20; 115:9). It is not a derogatory term! Men and women are 
designed to be in a mutually loving, excellent, working relationship with each other so both can use their 
God given gifts, talents and abilities to accomplish God’s work and bring Him the most glory! 
     In regards to the elders of the church, including the preaching pastor, the Bible is very clear about the 
role being given to men only. Not to oppress women, or in the belief that women are somehow inferior, 
but because God has established “roles” and “lines of authority”. 
     Jesus modeled how women are to be treated, and He loved, honoured, taught, and participated in 
ministry with women. He had women friends, was anointed before His death by a woman, forgave 
women of their sins, and had His ministry funded by women. Jesus chose two women to be the first 
people to see Him after His resurrection, in a culture where a woman’s testimony was invalid in court. 
Jesus taught women when other rabbi’s wouldn’t. He let women touch Him in public when other rabbi’s 
wouldn’t. Jesus elevated the dignity of women and gave them a prominent place in His earthly ministry, 
and in the church that bears His name. He never treated a woman like uneducated property, but always 
as a beloved, valuable, intelligent, dignified, important people. The church loves, respects and holds 
women in high esteem because Jesus did. 
     But in regard to being an elder, God has told the church to have men in that position. A person has to 
do a lot of biblical, hermeneutical gymnastics to not come to this conclusion. God created the man first. 
The lineage of the scriptures is traced through the men. God chose 12 men in the Old Testament to be 
the leaders of the tribes of Israel. Only qualified men could be priests in the temple. There was only kings 
of the Northern or Southern kingdoms. Jesus came as a man and told us to call God Father. Jesus picked 
12 men to be His apostles. The apostles picked men to be elders in the churches. And 1 Timothy 3 and 5, 
and Titus 1 are clear that it is only men who were ordained for the role of elder. To try to read it 
otherwise is to read it incorrectly. 
     Again, it comes down to this: Are women as valuable as men? Yes. As Important? Yes. Able to lead and 
teach and support and write and serve just like men? Yes. As loved by God? Yes. But God has put a 
specific order in the world. In homes, the man is the head… but He is the head the way Jesus is the head. 
Paul uses phrases in 1 Corinthians 7:4 like, “The wife’s body does not belong to her alone, but also to her 
husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.” God 
commands mutual love and respect. 
     But he also says in Ephesians 5:23-33, 
 
“For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 
Saviour. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same 
way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After 
all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— for we 
are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and 



the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 
respect her husband.” 
 
     In the home or in the church, the headship of the male is not about condemnation, subjugation, 
suppression, surrender or losing free-will. It is about the passionate, sacrificial unselfish love of a man 
who is willing to do everything for his beloved wife to help, care for and support her. Just like Jesus has 
done for us and does every day. 
     But just as God the Father is the positional head of Jesus the Son, even though they are equally God… 
equally worthy of worship, honour and praise… there is a positional authority—Father and Son. And 
husband and wife are a reflection of God… He created us Male and Female together to represent His 
image… and we do best in positional authority. And the church too… as Christ is the Head and gives 
Himself for the church, so Christ has appointed male elders to give themselves for the church. In loving, 
sacrificial care. 
 
     We have a great church. One that respects women, and gives them positions of leadership and honour 
and dignity. And we also believe that God’s ordained way of structuring the church is best, and so we 
write our constitution in such a way. I hope you can be proud of Nepean Baptist church for doing this 
biblically, and theologically right! And I hope that because of this sermon, you can better understand 
why we do what we do, how much Jesus loves women, and how the Christian church should be treating 
women.  

  



On Homosexuality 

 

* This sermon was originally preached on May 11, 2008 during a series called "They Like Jesus but Not 
the Church". The original title was "Is the Church Homophobic?" 
 
A Current Issue 
     This morning we are talking about the question “Is the church Homophobic?” If you were to read the 
news lately, one would think the answer is obvious. It seems that homosexuality is all the church seems 
to be talking about these days.  
      I get a weekly e-mail called the “The Ministry Report: Week in Review” and just in the last week we 
have seen a lot of churches struggling with the issue of same sex marriage and homosexuality. The 
United Methodist church just had 300 members bring their general conference to a halt last week when 
they took control of the floor to protest the denomination’s refusal to ordain homosexual ministers.  
      JI Packer, a very famous author and theologian, just left his Anglican church in Vancouver BC. He said 
he believes that some Anglican bishops are “arguably heretical” because the bishop in Vancouver has 
done little to stop the blessing of same sex couples. He is now joining one of the 10 Anglican churches 
that submit themselves to a more conservative Anglican bishop in South America. 
     Punch in the words “homosexual” and “church” into Google news and you come up with all manner of 
stories on any given day.  
 According to CatholicOnline.com, Anglican Bishop Gene Robinson is planning to enter a civil union with 
his homosexual partner. He is telling his churches that he is “doing what God is telling him to do,” even 
saying at the announcement that he has “always wanted to be a June bride.”  
      Closer to home, according to LifeSiteNews.com, Holy Cross Lutheran church in Newmarket, Ontario 
that will soon ordain an active homosexual to ministry.  The church claims that the doctrine that the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada is “discriminatory” and “unjust”. They admit that they are 
making an act of defiance against the policy of the ELCIC, but wants to be a good “witness… to the 
communities in which [they] serve.” Some people have left the church as a result.      
     This is a current issue, and it is one that we need to have a good understanding of. There is a 
perception by many people outside the church that we are homophobic … and that we do not 
demonstrate the love of Jesus toward the homosexual community. We’ve given the impression that they 
are somehow outside of God’s command to love our neighbor.  
     If we are going to be a church that holds the conservative position on the practice of homosexuality, 
then we must be people who know from the scriptures what we believe, and why we believe it. Are you 
and I able to respond to the alternative viewpoints that people have in regards to what the bible says 
about homosexuality? And also, we need to determine in our own hearts and minds whether we are 
perpetuating the problem. Do we show the love of Jesus to homosexuals as we would to any other group 
of people? Or do we treat them differently. 
     We’ve already seen how churches are changing and confused in regards to homosexuality, but it’s 
everywhere in our culture. Many TV shows have a gay character. Many celebrities are “coming out of the 
closet” and proudly call themselves homosexuals. If you go to blockbuster video, you will see a row or 
two of movies dedicated to the homosexual movie watcher. Schools have signs that say “homophobia 
free zone”. On July 20, 2005, Canada became the fourth country in the world to legalize same-sex 
marriage nationwide with the approval of the Civil Marriage Act. This is a current, cultural issue.  
    But it goes deeper for the church than just “Do we condone the practice of homosexuality?” or “Do we 
support gay-marriage?”. It’s also “How is the church addressing homosexuals with the love and message 
of Jesus?” and “What do we believe about celibate homosexuals?” and other important questions. 
     I’ll be perfectly honest at the beginning of this sermon. I don’t have a lot of experience with gay 
people. I don’t really know any. I had a gay uncle, but he died a long time ago. I want you to know that 
when I speak of homosexuality, I’m not speaking as someone who is in relationship with anyone who is 
gay… that I know of. Everything that I’ve heard is second hand, from newspapers, articles, stories from 



friends of friends. And that is why I’m going to stick this morning to what the Bible says. I’m not going to 
give personal commentary, because I don’t have any. 
     I certainly can’t address everything there is to say about homosexuality in culture, the church, and the 
scriptures in one sermon, but there are some things that I think we need to know about this topic today. 
 
Our Reputation Is Not Good 
     Overall, from what we see in the news, and from other sources, the church doesn’t seem to act very 
“Jesus like” when it comes to the homosexual community.  
     So often we do wrong things like oversimplifying the issue and what the Bible says by saying 
something like “God says that homosexuality is wrong”, and we are not able to even turn to the chapter 
or verse that says so. And if we can turn to it, many of us are not ready to intelligently and lovingly 
explain why it says that. 
     Also, we often forget that we are talking to people who are created in God’s image and who Jesus 
loves… and we talk to them like they are a demon, an enemy, or like they have some kind of personal 
agenda to harm us or our family. This is why they call us homophobic. 
     Sometimes we put homosexuality into a category of sin all by itself. We make it an especially bad sin… 
one that God hates more than others. And that’s not true… which we will talk about in a few minutes. 
     So what I want to do is take a tour through the bible and look at some of the key scriptures that are in 
debate among the various groups regarding Homosexuality in the Bible. I hope this will help you 
understand part of the confusion in the minds of many, and also give you the strength to defend what 
you believe. 
 
Rooted In Creation 
      Lets look first at Genesis 2:18-25, 
      “The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." 
Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the 
beasts of the field. 
     But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; 
and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the 
LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The 
man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was 
taken out of man." For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” 
 
     We need to start here to talk about the original, normative order of creation. This is the beginning of 
humankind. The first couple was created by God, and the first marriage was presided over by God. He 
made them male and female, and only together could they represent His image the best. This is the 
normative model, and is the one that was intended by God. This is the baseline. This is the most specific 
reference we have in the bible for God’s created intent for human relationships and sexuality. It is 
quoted at the beginning of the story, and then again by Jesus in Matthew 19 when He talks about 
marriage adding, "Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” When Jesus is asked 
about divorce, instead of giving a simple yes or no answer, He goes back to this passage and sets out the 
created standard by which God will judge all marital and sexual matters… and how we should too. One 
man, one woman, one flesh in loving, committed relationship without shame, for life. 
 
Misunderstanding Sodom      
      Next we turn to Genesis 19, the story of the destruction of Sodom. If you don’t know the story, please 
note it here and read it later. Many Christians will turn to this passage and immediately pull it out as the 
number one condemnation of homosexuals. “See how much God hates them? He destroyed the whole 
city because they were practicing homosexuality!” Well, that’s an incorrect interpretation.  In fact 



Ezekiel 16:49 tells us that there was a list of offences against the city, “Now this was the sin of your sister 
Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and 
needy.” and  Jude 7 says nothing of homosexuality in particular, but as only one of the many sexually 
immoral things they were doing to offend God. 
     In Sodom, the story is this: The depravity of the city was so deep that they felt it normal and 
acceptable to homosexually gang-rape these new people that came into town.  Look at verse 9. They say, 
“How dare you judge us!” implying how little they cared for what God’s though or how anyone else 
would feel. It was only by supernatural intervention that they were able to get away, and yet even after 
they were struck blind they kept coming at the door trying to please their own selfish desires. This was a 
spiritually blind city full of deplorable sins of multiple kinds…. God did not destroy it simply because 
they practiced homosexuality. 
 
Levitical Law 
      Next we turn to Leviticus 18:22 (and 20:13), the Torah law of God regarding sexual practice and sin. 
Both say the same thing, “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.” If you look 
up and down either chapter there are a number of unlawful sexual practices, and many of them hold the 
punishment of death, and are described as “detestable, perverse, profane, unclean and abominations” to 
God.  Verses 1-5 are a reminder to Israel that it doesn’t matter what’s going on around them, but that 
they need follow God’s standard. This was as important then as it is now. God has a standard and no 
matter what culture or popular opinion says… we need to hold to His standard… and we need to know 
what that standard is. 
      Verses 6-18 deal with all kinds of incest and unlawful inter-family sexual relationships which are 
called “depraved”. Verse 19 deals with sex during the menstrual cycle… though there is no descriptor 
here of God’s feelings about it, and we know from Leviticus 15:24 that it was not “punishable”, but 
caused a person to be ceremonially unclean for 7 days. Verse 20 God commands that there be no 
adultery and calls it “unclean”. Verse 21 deals with child sacrifice which is called “profane”. And verse 23 
says that there should be no bestiality because it is a “perversion”. 
     Some pro-gay people will say that the verse 22 is not about all homosexual sex, but about having 
homosexual sex as worship to other gods, or is bound to the culture. But the plain interpretation is just 
the way it says it: “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman.” Men cannot have sex with men. It’s 
not talking about temple prostitutes or idol worship there. The whole context is about right sexuality 
among the Israelite community. And the law applies to multiple kinds of sexual sins, not just 
homosexuality. Interpreting it culturally in this passage, and accepting homosexuality, would also force 
us to do the same to the context and accept adultery, incest and bestiality too. 
 
Ruth and Naomi 
      Next we turn to Ruth 1:14. Let’s read it in context starting at verse 8, 
 
“But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the 
LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may 
find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!" Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices 
and wept. And they said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, 
my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your 
husbands? Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I 
have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, would you therefore wait till 
they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly 
bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me." Then they lifted up their 
voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.”  
 
     This is the beginning of the story of Ruth where Naomi tells Ruth to go home and she “clings” to her, 
while Orpah leaves. Pro-Homosexual interpreters will use the word “cling” as an argument to say that 
Naomi and Ruth were in a lesbian relationship because it is the same word that is used in Genesis 2 



when God says that a man will “leave his father and mother and cling / cleave to his wife.” That is quite a 
stretch linguistically, and in the story line.  
      The word there is the Hebrew word DABAQ meaning “stick to, cling to, or keep close.” It’s the word 
for what glue does. God uses it to show how the relationship between man and wife should be, but it’s 
also used for being so thirsty a persons tongue “sticks” to the roof of their mouth (Ps 22:15). It is also 
used for not having “sticky fingers” and not stealing things (Deut 13:17). Also, and maybe more 
appropriately here, it also means to be “lovingly devoted to someone… like a king, to God, or to a spouse. 
(Deut 10:20, 11:22, 2 Sam 20:2, 1 Kings 11:2, Joshua 23:12) And especially considering that the story is 
about Naomi helping Ruth find a husband named Boaz it all kind of falls apart. 
 
David and Jonathan 
      Next comes 1 Samuel 18:3-4, “And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as 
himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even 
his sword, his bow and his belt.” And David’s song in 2 Samuel 1:26 “I grieve for you, Jonathan my 
brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of 
women.”  
     Some pro-gay interpreters will take this passage and say that David and Jonathan were in a 
homosexual relationship. But this has always, historically, been interpreted as a non-sexual, close 
friendship. There is no sexuality mentioned in the passage, or the context, at all. The covenant that the 
friends were entering into was a special one where Jonathan was pledging his loyalty, not only as a 
friend, but as a servant. He was taking off his royal clothes, and even his sword and belt, and handing it 
over to the new king of Israel… something that he should have been since he was the blood successor to 
the throne, the son of King Saul. This man was not a sexual partner, but an amazingly loyal friend who 
not only disobeyed his father the king, but even gave up his birthright to David because he believed God 
had chosen David instead. 
 
Clear Teaching From Romans 
     Ok, so let’s move on to the New Testament.  
      Romans 1:26-27… and again, we need the context so we’ll read from verse 21, 
 
“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and 
birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
     Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations 
for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were 
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
     Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them 
over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of 
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are 
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they 
disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know God's 
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very 
things but also approve of those who practice them.” 
 
     I could preach on this one all day, but I don’t have the time. This is the bible’s clearest teaching about 
God’s denunciation of homosexuality between men or women. Homosexuality was just as practiced in 
Paul’s day as it is in ours. In fact, it was encouraged by many of the pagan religions. It seems pretty clear 
from the translation that the interpretation of verses 26-27 should be obvious, but pro-homosexual 



interpreters will claim different things about this. They say that the sin only really applies when 
heterosexual people perform homosexual acts… hense… that would be “unnatural”. 
     The vast majority of scholars disagree with that interpretation and agree that it’s a very weak 
argument.  This is not referring to “unnatural” feelings, but “unnatural” actions… physiological / 
biological “unnaturalness”. The passage here is saying that sin is anything that is counter to the natural 
pattern set out by God – including male-male and female-female sexual relationships.   
     But there’s something more to look at here. Notice that this is not merely a denunciation of just 
homosexuality, but of all sins that put something or someone before God, His law, or the love of others. 
This is a passage about various things that we make idols in our lives. And in doing that, as we set up 
objects of worship that are not the one, true God. We create idols of self, popularity, success, anger, or 
even of sex. Sex can be our idol too… and Paul seems to be using homosexual relationships as a point of 
reference for how rampant the worship of sex had gotten. But that is not to say that the other sins were 
any more right!  
     In Corinth, and in Rome, the church was having lots of sin problems, including sexual sin… and Paul 
was addressing them and showing how far mankind had gotten away from God’s original plan, and how 
none of us have an excuse. Later he will make the case for God’s gracious loving salvation… despite how 
sinful we are. Thieves, drunkards, greedy people, those who disobey their parents, and people who 
worship idols… Paul lumps all these people together, and does not put homosexuality into a special 
category.  
 
Corinthian Sexual Sin 
      Let’s keep moving to 1 Corinthians 6:9. Now here is where we get into some really interesting 
interpretations. To get the understanding here, again, we need to take a look at the context. Let’s read 
from verse 7, 
 
“The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. 
Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, 
and you do this to your brothers.” 
 
     Now let’s keep this in mind as we read the next verses. Paul is obviously very concerned and upset by 
what he is seeing in this Corinthian church. They were not acting like Christians! How bad had it gotten? 
They were suing each other instead of working things out lovingly -- the way Jesus taught. And Paul 
gives them this reminder of the standards of the kingdom, and how different we should be than the rest 
of the world. Verse 9, 
 
“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the 
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And 
that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
 
     Paul implores them to remember that Jesus Christ washed away the sin and the muck from their lives, 
and the no longer needed to live in it because they had the Spirit of God inside of them! There are things 
that the people of God should not do. We know God delights in saving and justifying sinners because He 
loves us so very much. But Paul says to this church, “Even though you say you have a relationship with 
Jesus and call yourself His church, you are acting like non-Christians… like unsaved people who do not 
have the Holy Spirit governing their lives!” And then he points out some examples. He’s already pointed 
out that they refused to work out their issues with each other lovingly, and then points out some more. 
And among this list of things that are not to happen among Christians are the terms “sexually immoral” 
and “homosexual offenders”.  
     First I want you to notice again that homosexuality is among a list of other sins. It is not set apart as 
some kind of special sin that is extra bad.  



      BUT Paul, in verse 18 of this same chapter, puts sexual sins in a different category saying, 
 
“Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins 
sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore 
honor God with your body.” 
 
     Now, about the interpretation. When it comes to interpretations of the phrase “homosexual 
offenders” there are differing opinions of the interpretation. And it all revolves around the Greek word 
ARSENOKOITES.  
     Advocates for homosexuality will say that any interpretation of this word is sketchy at best, and that 
it doesn’t apply to homosexuals, but Male prostitutes, catamites (which are boys forced into religious, 
sexual acts with older men), homosexual rape, or men who share their beds with lots of people. They do 
not believe it is interpreted to mean “any man who has sex with a man.” The real issue here is the word 
that Paul chose to use.  
     He basically coined the word himself… something Paul did a lot of in his writings. It is only used twice 
in the New Testament, and is rarely used outside of it. The word itself can be broken into two root 
words.  ARREN – Which is the word for “A Male” and KOITE which is a feminine noun meaning “A bed”, 
“the marriage bed”, and is also used for “having sexual intercourse”. The same way we would say “did 
you go to bed with them” and know what we mean, so did the Greeks.  
     So Paul came up with this term. Many scholars believe he did it to specifically reference to the passage 
we looked at before,  Leviticus 18:22, “'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is 
detestable.” Paul’s word ARSENOKOITES literally means, “one who beds a male”, or “one who has sex 
with a male” to specifically reference the Levitical law prohibiting homosexuality. He uses it again in 1 
Timothy 1:10 in another list of sins when he is again talking about the Law of the Old Testament. Paul is 
clearly tying his made up word to the Levitical law. He is not making homosexuality a worse sin than 
others, in fact in 1 Timothy he lists it right beside adultery.  
 
PORNEIA In Hebrews 
      Here’s the critical point. And it comes from our last stop in Hebrews 13:4, 
 
“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and 
all the sexually immoral.” 
 
     God’s standard for human sexuality is this: One woman, one man, becoming one flesh, in marriage. 
Anything outside of that is contrary to biblical teaching, and is sin. When the author of Hebrews uses the 
words “sexually immoral”, he is using a very important word there. It is the word  PORNOS. It is the 
biblical catch-all, junk-drawer word for all sexual activity outside of one woman, one man, in marriage. It 
means “fornicator” or “one is has sex outside of God’s law”. The root word is  PORNEIA which is basically 
the word for a person who uses their body sexually for the purpose of gain… whether money, or 
fulfilling their own lust. Another form of the word is  PORNEUO which means to give one’s body to 
satisfy the lust of another person.  
      When the counsel of Jerusalem met in Acts 15 to lay down some guidelines for the new churches they 
said, “You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals 
and from PORNEIA.” When Jesus was contrasting what it means to be truly unclean he said in Matthew 
15, “But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, PORNEIA…” And Paul in Ephesians 5:3 told the 
churches, “But among you there must not be even a hint of PORNEIA…” 
     We need to understand this and get this right. Sexual sin is very serious in God’s eyes. Anything 
outside of a sexual relationship between a man and a women, in marriage, is wrong and condemned in 
God’s eyes. Pornography, adultery, sexual play before marriage, and homosexuality are all equally wrong 
according to God and should not be done among Christians. Everything outside of the blessing of 



marriage is a perversion of God’s natural order, and will result in judgment. Romans 1 reminds us that 
as we do this our bodies get degraded, our hearts become darkened, we become dominated by fleshly 
desires, and we get confused about truth… we then become in bondage to uncontrollable passions. 
Sexual sin will chew us up and spit us out.  
     That is why God, because He loves us, tells us to put it in the confines of marriage! Sex is a beautiful, 
wonderful, pleasurable, gift from God. But it is also very powerful.  Paul says later in 1 Corinthians 6:16, 
“Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, "The 
two will become one flesh."” When we have sex it is far more than a physical union, it is a spiritual one. 
We cannot divide the two. Every sexual partner, every sexual action is not merely a physical act, but a 
spiritual one. And we unite ourselves spiritually with the people we use as sexual objects – real or 
imaginary. We may think that we are merely fulfilling a biological desire, but we are also fulfilling an 
emotional and spiritual need too. And the way God has structured the planet, when we become one with 
another person sexually, there is a spiritual bond there. And that spiritual bond stays with us… and it 
carries into every other relationship. 
     That is why adultery severs the bond of marriage. No longer is the person of one flesh and one spirit 
with their spouse, but they are physically and spiritually divided.  
     This issue is not just about being homophobic, but being hypocritical. Somehow we believe that being 
in an active homosexual relationship is worse somehow than the heterosexual couple that is unmarried 
and sleeping together. It’s not. We believe somehow that the practicing lesbians are sinning more than 
the married man who spends his evenings looking at pornography… they’re not. Sexual sin is sexual sin. 
Sexual sin in all its forms is idolatry and wrong.  
 
Brief Application 
      So how should the church respond?  
      First off, we need to evaluate our attitudes and actions for how we use our words and the jokes we 
make – and repent if we have been callous or unloving towards homosexuals, or if we have been 
hypocritical in our view of sexual sin. 
      Second we need to evaluate whether our church is a place where a person can come, with any kind of 
sin problem, sexual or otherwise, and if it is a place where they can talk about it without being judged 
and condemned and hurt. Can we love the person, care for them, and adequately counsel them… in 
love… in regards to thier sin? 
      Third, we need to evaluate whether or not we are letting our hearts show that Jesus loves and died 
for sinners of all kinds, or do we act like He only gave His life for some. We need to let the message be 
known that we love Jesus, and we love our neighbor as ourselves, and that we believe that His way of 
living is the best way.  
     I want to close with something John Piper has said, “We need to let our Christ-worshipping, cross 
centered, soul-saving, biblical worldview be known to the world with brokenhearted joy. Joy because 
Christ really is sovereign Lord of the universe and will establish justice and purity in due time out of this 
fallen world. And brokenhearted because we share in the pain and misery of what sin has brought on 
this world.  
     We do not smirk at the misery or the merrymaking of immoral culture. We weep. Being pilgrims does 
not mean being cynical. The salt of the earth does not mock rotting meat. Where it can, it saves and 
seasons. And where it can’t it weeps…. This is a time for indomitable and tearful joy and unwavering 
ministries of mercy. The greatness of Christian pilgrims is not success but service. Whether we win or 
lose, we witness to the way of truth and beauty and joy. We don’t own culture, and we don’t rule it. We 
serve it with brokenhearted joy and longsuffering mercy, for the good of man and the glory of Jesus 
Christ. To that end we must be transformed in the renewal of our minds. We must be pure in heart, 
trusting Christ.” 

 


