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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THOSE REQUESTING  

MY SERVICES IN A WEDDING CEREMONY 
 

 God bless you for wanting to enter in to the bonds of matrimony, and pledging yourself 

to marriage before God!  I pray that it is a memorable time in your life, and that you’re your 
wedding ceremony is joyful. Sadly, many have overlooked the fact that even though a marriage is to be 

celebrated, it should also be equally reverent and holy. Many times it is forgotten that a wedding 

ceremony is also a church service of worship to the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 In a wedding, three parties are entering into a covenant. That’s where the word “vows” enters in. 
Certainly, the two people agree that they will fulfill certain obligations to each other (love, honour, 

cherish, forsake all others, etc.) but each of these is done before God.  Marriage is not a right; it is a 

privilege and a responsibility.  Marriage was not created by man, but was established by God (Genesis 
2:20-24).  Because of the nature of the wedding ceremony, a minister of God is involved as His 

representative. He is not a civil servant required to perform a wedding ceremony simply upon request. 

And as such, his first responsibility is to God. He must carry out his duties in obedience to the Bible.   

I take this privilege and responsibility as seriously as I expect the couple to.  Part of this 
responsibility to God involves informing the couples who come to me of certain Biblical guidelines that 

must be met and adhered to. That is what I am attempting to do with this material. If either of the couple 

is not willing to accept any of these guidelines, then I will not officiate the wedding. However, it is my 
joy to participate in the marriage when a couple is committed to obey the Lord.  

 

 

A PRELIMIARY NOTE REGARDING HOMOSEXUAL UNIONS 

 

 It is clear in the scriptures that God ordained marriage as a voluntary union, for life, of one man 

and one woman.  Homosexuals are not beyond salvation, and homosexuality is not an unforgivable sin, 
but the Bible unambiguously tells us that practicing homosexuality is a sin.  1 Corinthians 6:9-11 shows 

that people in the church are sinners (including homosexuality and other sexual sins), and are saved by the 

power of Jesus Christ and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.   
Our creation as man and woman, who are complimentary to one another, has significance in 

revealing aspects of the image of God, and His relationship to humanity, and we cannot compromise what 

God says because of with what the world outside the church says is acceptable.  Therefore, I cannot give 
my blessing upon sinful behaviour, and I cannot participate in such a union. 

 

 “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor 
the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what 

some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 
 

 “Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.” 

(Leviticus 18:22) 

 
“Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 

relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 

were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their perversion.” (Romans 1:26-27) 
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I. BOTH MUST GIVE EVIDENCE THAT THEY ARE BORN AGAIN BELIEVERS 
 

It is not the will of God for a Christian to marry a non-Christian. 

“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” (2 Corinthians 6:14-15). 

 

 During the first meeting (prior to the expected premarital counselling) both parties will be asked 
to give a personal testimony of how and when they placed their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. If at 

any point I am persuaded that either or both individuals are not genuine in their conversion, I reserve the 

right to decline participation in the marriage ceremony. 
 

 

II. BOTH MUST BE ACTIVE MEMBERS OF BIBLICALLY SOUND, EVANGELICAL  

     CHURCHES 

 

 Those who have little or no interest in their local participation to the body of Christ, must first 

restore their commitment to the church before they should expect its members (or minister) to sanction 
their marriage. Furthermore, lack of faithful involvement to a New Testament church casts serious doubt 

upon the reality of one’s profession of faith in Christ, and ability to maintain a covenant marriage. 

If at any point I am persuaded that either or both individuals are not committed, active members 
of a biblically sound church, I reserve the right to decline participation in the marriage ceremony. 

 

 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful...let us not give 

up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day (of judgement) approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23,25) 

 

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 

brother; then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24) 

 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.” 
(James 5:16) 

 

 “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; 
whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him.” (2 John 9,10) 

 
 

III. BOTH FAMILIES SHOULD GIVE THEIR BLESSING TO THE MARRIAGE 

 

Most parents seem to have a good sense of knowing when someone will not be a good marriage 
partner for their son or daughter.  This sense often extents to loving brothers, sisters, and other close 

family members. Other family members are often aware of the development that is necessary in the areas 

of character and responsibility for the marriage to be successful. The person who will not try to listen to 
their family objectively, and who is unwilling to be patient and careful with the marriage plans, may be 

displaying a necessary lack of maturity. 

 
“Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old 

(Proverbs 23:22).” 

 

“Honour your father and mother” (Ephesians 6:2) 
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“For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure.” (Prov. 11:14) 

 
During the premarital counselling sessions the couple will be asked to speak with both sets of 

parents (or other close family members) and request their blessing upon the marriage. This is often a 

rewarding time both for the couple and their family. Many couples say that when their family verbalizes 

their blessing upon the marriage, not only is their family unity strengthened, but they experience new joy 
and freedom in their wedding plans.  This is important, and only in rare cases will it be set aside.  

 

 

IV. BOTH MUST BE COMMITTED TO THE PERMANENCE OF MARRIAGE 

 

God intends for marriage to be the joining of one man and one woman for life. 
 

“So they are no longer two but one. Therefore what God has joined together let man not 

separate” (Matthew 19:6). 

 
The two parties in the marriage are entering into a covenant before God. They are making vows 

first to God, and then to each other. A covenant is different from a contract. A contract is often based 

upon distrust, while a covenant is based upon trust. A contract is made to determine the limits of liability 
whereas a covenant promises a commitment of responsibility. And though a contract can be voided by 

mutual consent, a covenant cannot be broken if new circumstances occur. 

 
“...she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant” (Malachi 3:14).  

 

Both parties must believe in the permanence of marriage. Starting marriage with distrust is a sign 

of sure failure.  If a prenuptial agreement is signed I will refuse to marry the individuals.  

 

 

V.       BOTH MUST BE COMMITTED IN THE AREA OF SEXUAL PURITY 

 

 Sexual impurity before marriage has caused ever-increasing trouble, even among Christians. The 

sexual union was intended as the final bond of marriage between two people.  

 
 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 

become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). 

 
If both or either individuals have had sexual relationships with others prior to meeting, certain 

baggage is brought into a marriage relationship. Though sexual sin can be forgiven, it must not be taken 

lightly. Prior sexual relationships must be dealt with prior to meeting, or during the counselling sessions, 
and must be repented of by the person(s) involved. 

 

“Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 

adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (Hebrews 13:4). 
 

“Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins 

sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore 

honour God with your body” (I Corinthians 6:18-20). 

 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). 

 

If the couple is living together and/or having sexual relations prior to our meeting, they must both 

agree that it is sin and cease such relationships until the wedding. Couples who refuse to cease sexual 
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relationships are asking for me to give my blessing upon sinful behaviour, and I cannot participate in such 

a union. 
 

 

VI. BOTH MUST BE COMMITTED TO PREMARITAL COUNSELING 

 
It is imperative that we spend the time adequately preparing the couple and myself for the 

ceremony. The couple will be given biblically based homework assignments at the end of each session. 

The following session will be based on the completion of the assignments. A persistent unwillingness on 
the part of either to complete the homework will release me from any obligation to perform the ceremony. 

With very few exceptions will I agree to perform a ceremony if we cannot have at least three 

months to prepare, and at least six one-hour counselling sessions.  In the case of a couple where one party 
lives out of town, we will discuss alternatives of homework by mail or e-mail, while receiving premarital 

counselling in the absentee’s hometown, phone conversations, etc.  

The sessions will be an open discussion time to discover areas that may not have been addressed 

and to solidify the commitment that the individuals are about to make. This should not be a time to dread, 
but rather a fun time to see God’s hand in forming the union of you both. 

 

“Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you will be wise” (Proverbs 19:20)  
 

“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.” (Proverbs 21:5) 

 
 

VII. PRIOR DIVORCE WILL BE CONSIDERED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS 

 

“To the married I give this command...a wife must not separate from her husband. But if she 
does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce 

his wife.” (I Corinthians 7:10-11) 

 
As common place as divorce has become in today’s society, in many cases it is still a sin. I 

understand that certain circumstances can occur that the Bible gives permission for a divorce. There are 

three cases mentioned in Scripture in which the issue of divorce does not hold any liability for the 

individual who was wronged. 
 

(1) An Unfaithful Partner –  

 
“I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to be 

an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery” (Matthew 5:32). 

 
Though Christians are permitted to divorce in the case of unfaithfulness, all avenues of healing 

must be pursued before a divorce is finalized.  

 

(2) Physical Abuse –  

 

“‘I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel, ‘and I hate a man’s covering his wife with 

violence as well as with his garment,’ says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do 
not break faith” (Malachi 2:16). 

 

Though divorce is a sin and hated by God, this passage clearly shows that God equally hates 
abuse within the marriage. Again, all avenues of healing must be pursued before a divorce is finalized in 

cases of abuse. When abuse occurs, the partner involved has broken his or her vow to “love, honour, & 

cherish...” 
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(3) An Unbelieving Spouse who files for divorce – 

 
“If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not 

divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she 

must not divorce him...but if the unbeliever leaves let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound 

in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace” (I Corinthians 7:12-13,15). 

 

 Some clarification must be given on this passage. Paul was addressing those individuals who had 

already married and later became a believer in Christ. This does not apply to individuals who knowingly 
marry an unbeliever. Please notice also that if the unbelieving spouse agrees to continue the marriage, the 

believing spouse is obligated to fulfill his or her marital commitment. This again is a last resort and all 

reconciliation must be pursued. 
 I will not remarry any individual who has not repented of the sin of a prior divorce. Divorce is not 

an unforgivable sin; however, I believe I am obligated to hold a high standard of marriage. I will take 

other circumstances in consideration for those who have been divorced and do not fit into the above 

exceptions. It is important that divorced individuals deal with the circumstances that led to their divorce 
and take responsibility over those things so that they do not repeat those patterns in future relationships.  

There are special arrangements made during the premarital counselling for couples with prior divorces. 

 

 

VIII.  FINAL REMARKS 

 
 If you’re still with me, I want to congratulate you again on this decision.  I hope you realize the 

weight of it, and the blessing that can come through it.  Of course, I always reserve the right, at any time, 

to refuse to perform the ceremony, just as you have the right to withdraw your request for my services at 

any point in the process. 
 Because I am human and unable to read the true hearts of individuals, I cannot know for certain 

whether both or either individuals have been completely honest in regards to these guidelines. I will 

however give fair warning that anyone who deceives me will suffer deep consequences in their marriages 
and in their relationship with God as a result.  Please come before God with a clean heart before 

committing your life to marriage!  It is better to be honest with your failures than to try to deceive for any 

reason. Even if someone fools me, no one can deceive God. 

 In conclusion, if because of these guidelines I am unable to perform the ceremony or participate 
in your marriage ceremony, or you prefer for me not to be involved, I am still open to discussing this and 

other matters with you and look forward to helping grow closer to Jesus in any way I can. 

 
May God Bless you,   

Pastor Al Descheneau 


